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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


HAVANA SIGNS AGREEMENT, COMMUNIQUE WITH VIETNAM 
Friendship, Cooperation Accord 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 21 Oct 82 p 7 


[text] The Republic of Cuba and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, anxious 

to expand their relations of friendship, militant solidarity and close coopera- 
tion, based and developed on the principles and goals of Marxism-Leninism and 
the practice of socialist internationalism, in a fraternal spirit and for the 
purpose of mutual, brotherly aid and support; 


Convinced that their efforts to consolidate and develop their friendship, 
solidarity and multifaceted cooperation are in keeping with the basic inter- 
ests of both peoples and firmly contribute to a strengthening of fraternal 
unity between the countries in the socialist community; 


Reaffirming their internationalist duty to help consolidate, expand and defend 
the socialist achievements attained thanks to the self-sacrificing work of 
each nation; 


Determined to promote, on the basis of the principles of peaceful coexistence, 
the consolidation of a just and lasting peace for all peoples of the world, 
the strengthening of international security, and consistently working for the 
cohesion of all forces fighting for peace, national independence, democracy 
and social progress; 





Inspired by common ideals of strug;;le against imperialism, colonialism, neo- 
colonialism, expansionism, hegemonic aims and all forms of discrimination, 
and therefore determined to continue to practice anti-imperialist solidarity 
with all peoples fighting for their national and social liberation; 


Attributing great importance to the consistent development and consolidation 
of the legal basis for bilateral relations; 


Reaffirming their adhesi to the purposes and principles of the United Nations 
Charter; and 


Reiterating their loyalty to the objectives and principles of the Movement 
of Nonaligned Nations; 














Have resolved to subscribe to the following Treaty of Friendship and Coopera- 
tion: 


Article l. On the basis of the principles of Marxism-Leninism and socialist 
internationalism, the parties to the agreement shall continue to expand and 
consolidate the close and unshakable friendship and solidarity between the 
Republic of Cuba and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, shall further and 
develop relations of wide-ranging cooperation in all areas of political and 
social life and will endeavor to provide mutual support on the basis of re- 
spect for national sovereignty and independence, equal rights and noninterfer- 
ence in internal affairs. | 


Article 2. In keeping with the principles and purposes of socialist economic 
integration and given the undeveloped nature of the economy of their countries, 
in order better to meet th2 material and cultural needs of their peoples, both 
parties to the agreement will strengthen and expand mutually beneficial bilater- 
al and multilateral cooperation and specialization in the fields of the economy, 
science and technology, including that within the framework of the Council for 
Mutual Economic Assistance. 


Both parties will continue to coordinate and make long-range adjustments in 
their national economic plans and will continue to exchange knowledge and 
experience in the process of building socialism. 


Article 3. Both parties will continue to develop cooperation in the fields 
of ideology, culture, education, art and literature, public health, the press, 
radio, television, cinema, sports and tourism, and other areas. 


Both parties will perfect and promote forms of cooperation between their 
state agencies and mass organizations. 


Article 4. Both parties will consistently try to further tleir fraternal 
relations and will intensify solidarity, friendship and unity between socialist 
countries on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and socialist internationalism. 


Both parties will take all measures aimed at contributing to the development 
and defense of the achievements of the world socialist system and preserving 
the principles of Marxism-Leninism. 


Article 5. Both parties will apply the principles of peaceful coexistence in 
their relations with nations havinsy, different social regimes, do everything 
in their power to eliminate permanently the war of aggression against peoples 
and will intervene on behalf of new fair and just international economic 
relations. 


Both parties will intensify their efforts to consolidate peace and the security 
of peoples, to halt the arms race, achieve general and complete disarmament 
and a climate of detente in international relations, and to counter all maneu- 
vers and threats of the aggressive forces of imperialism and reactionaries. 

















Article 6. Both parties will support the fight of the peoples of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America against imperialism, colonialism, neocolonialism, expansion- 
ism, hegemonism, racism, apartheid, Zionism and other reactionary forces and 
tor the achievement and consolidation of independence, the defense of sover- 
eignty and equality among peoples. 


Both parties will support the aspiration of the peoples of Southeast Asia 
for peace, stability, cooperation and friendship between nations in the region. 


Article /. Both parties reaffirm their conviction that the Movement of Non- 
aligned Nations is an important factor for the cause of peace, independence 
of peoples and international security. 


Both parties will do everything possible to contribute to the maintenance of 
the objectives and principles of the Movement and to consolidate and strengthen 
their unity. 


Article 8. Both parties will exchange opinions and experiences on the impor- 
tant international questions concerning the interests ot both countries. 


Article 9. This treaty does not affect the rights and obligations of either 
party stipulated in existing bilateral and multilateral accords of which 
either of the two parties is ‘a signatory. 


Article 10. This treaty will be subject to ratification and will go into ef- 
fect on the day of the exchange of the instruments of ratification, which will 
take place in Hanoi. 


Article ll. This treaty will remain in effect for 25 years and will be tacitly 
extended for an additional 10 years unless one of the parties notifies the 
other party 12 months previous to its expiration of its desire to cancel it. 


Signed in the city of Havana on 19 October 1982, in two original copies, each 
one in Spanish and Vietnamese and both equally valid. 


For the Republic of Cuba 
Fidel Castro Ruz 


For the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
Truong Chinh 


Joint Communique 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 21 Oct 82 p 7 


[Text] In response to an invitation from Comrade Fidel Castro Ruz, first 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba and president 
of the Council of State and the government of the Republic of Cuba, a delega- 
tion from the party and government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, headed 
by Comrade Truong Chinh, member of the Politburo of the Central Committee 

of the Communist Party of Vietnam and president of the Council of State of 














the Social: -t Republic of Vietnam, made an official visit of friendship to 
Cuba from 12 to 19 October 1982. 


During its stay in Cuba, the delegation from the Vietnamese party and govern- 
ment visited the City of Havana and Holguin Province, where it was enthusias- 
cically received by the people, in addition to Santiago de Cuba and Matanzas 
provinces. 


Everywhere it went, the Vietnamese delegation received a warm, friendly and 
solemn welcome as an expression of the relations of fraternal friendship and 
internationalist solidarity established between the peoples, parties and 
governments of both countries in the fight against imperialism, expansionism, 
hegemonism and all reactionary fomns. 


The delegation from the Communist larty and government of the Socialist Repub- 
lic of Vietnam laid a wreath on the monument and tomb of Jose Marti, the na- 
tional hero who symbolizes the struggle of the Cuban people for national 
independence. 


The Council of State of the Republic ot Cuba conferred the Order of Jose Marti 
on President Truong Chinh, in recognition of his outstanding service in the 
struggle of the Vietnamese people and the world revolutionary movement, as well 
as for his courageous contribution to the development of the solid friendship 
existing between the peoples, parties, states and governments of Cuba and 
Vietnam. During his stay in Cuba, Comrade Truong Chinh presented the Order of 
the Golden Star on Comrade Fidel Castro, which was conferred upon him by the 
Council of State of the Socialist Republic on 26 July in recognition of his 
great merit in the fight for the revolutionary cause of his people and of 
mankind, as well as for his effective contribution to the solid friendship 
between our peoples, parties, nations and governments. 


Between the delegation from the Communist Party and government of the Republic 
of Cuba and the delegation from the Communist Party and government of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam, official talks were held in a cordial atmosphere 
of brotherly friendship and solidarity. There was a broad exchange of informa- 
tion on the situations in their respective countries, bilateral relations 

and the main international problems, fully coinciding on all issues taken up. 


Participating for Cuba were: Comrade Fidel Castro Ruz, first secretary of the 
Central Committee of the party and president of the Council of State and the 
government of the Republic of Cuba; Maj Juan Almeida Bosque, member »%f the 
Politburo and president of the National Committee on Control and Revision; 
Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, member of the Politburo of the Central Committee of 
the party and vice president of the Councils of State and of Ministers; Jesus 
Montane Oropesa, alternate member of the Politburo, member of the Secretariat 
and head of the General Department of Foreign Relations of the Central Com- 
mittee of the party; Vilma Espin, alternate member of the Politburo, member 
of the Council of State and president of the FMC [Federation of Cuban Women]; 
Div Gen Sixto Batista Santana, alternate member of the Politburo and head 

of the Central Political Directorate of the FAR [Revolutionary Armed Forces]; 
Isidoro Malmierca, member of the Central Committee and minister of foreign 














relations; Hector Rodriguez Llompart, member of the Central Committee and 
minister-president of the State Conmittee on Economic Cooperation; Faure 
Chomon, member of the Central Committee and Cubam ambassador to the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam; Pelegrin Torras, vice minister of Foreign Relations; 
Tanta Maceira, deputy head of the General Department of Foreign Relations of 
the Central Committee; Santiago Garcia, deputy head of the Economic Department 
of the Central Committee; and Ramiro del Rio, head of the Department of Inter- 
national Relations of the National People's Government Assembly. 


Participating tor Vietnam were: Comrade Truong Chinh, member of the Politburo 
of the Central Conmittee of the party and president of the Council of State 

of the Soctalist Republic of Vietnam; Chu Huy Man, member of the Politburo 

and vice president of the Council of State; Nguyen Co Tach, alternate member 

of the Politburo and minister of foreign relations; Nguyen Thi Dinh, member 

of the Central Committee, member of the Council of State and president of the 
Federation of Vietnamese Women; Do Chinh, member of the Central Committee and 
deputy head of the Commission on Economic Affairs of the Central Committee 

ot the party; Nguyen Viet Dung, head of the Offices of the Council of State; 
Tran Danh Tuyen, deputy head of the Foreign Relations Commission of the Central 
Committee of the party; and Nguyen Huu Ngo, ambassador extraordinary and pleni- 
potentiary of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in Cuba. 


During the talks, a profound analysis was made of relations between the two 
countries and it was noted with great satisfaction that the brotherly friend- 
ship, combative solidarity and cooperation, based on the principles of Marxism- 
Leninism, proletarian internationalism and the revolutionary traditions of 

both peoples, are examples of loyalty and disinterestedness and develop more 
successfully every day. 


soth parties agreed to emphasize the importance, in the development of ties 
between the two countries, of sustained exchanges between the leaders of both, 
especially those made by Comrade Fidel Castro on the occasion of his visit to 
Vietnam in September 1973 and those of Comrade Pham Van Dong during his visits 
to Cuba in March 1974 and September 1979. 


The two delegations emphasized the importance of cooperation between the Com- 
munist Party of Cuba and the Communist Party of Vietnam in the advancement 
of relations of friendship and fighting solidarity between the two nations and 


peoples. 


Both delegations noted that the nature and solidity of such ties not only 
strengthen the two countries, but enrich the community of socialist states. 


Cuba and Vietnam reaffirmed their intention of continuing to strengthen rela- 
tions existing between the two parties, state agencies and mass and socialist 
organizations in both countries, through the expansion of direct contacts and 
exchanges of experiences. 


Vietnam warmly praised and manifested its joy over the progress of the Cuban 
Revolution in economic construction, social and cultural development and the 
strengthening of its national defense. It expressed its conviction that the 














Cuban peopic will achieve new and yreater successes in the construction of 
socialism and national defense under the leadership of the Communist Party and 
First Secretary Fidel Castro, despite the aggression and current upsurge in 
military threats and pressure from American imperialism and particularly the 
criminal economic blockade imposed on the Cuban people in the vain attempt 

to destroy the Cuban Revolution and the example it represents for the struggle 
of the people oppressed by imperialist domination. 


The Vietnamese delegation vigorously rejected the recent approval by the Ameri- 
can Senate of the Symms Amendment and said that this open support for the 
policy of military intervention and participation of the war~mongering adminis- 
tration of Ronald Reagan is aimed at halting the revolutionary advance in the 
area of Central America and the Caribbean, stepping up the economic blockade 
and trying to vary the policy of principles of the Cuban Revolution. At the 
same time, it severely condemned the decision of the American Government to 
install a radio transmitter aimed at putting out subversive propaganda against 
the Republic of Cuba. The Vietnamese delegation reiterated its firm solidarity 
with the legitimate demands of the Cuban people and their government for the 
unconditional return of the Guantanamo Naval Base illegally occupied by the 
United States. 


[The Vietnamese delegation warmly hailed and expressed its firm support for the 
willingness of all the people of Cuba to defend, at whatever price, its revolu- 
tionary conquests and expressed its conviction that the new maneuvers of Ameri- 
can imperialism and those that follow it will fail ignominiously. 


Vietnam manifested its position that with its correct and dynamic foreign 
policy, Cuba has provided a shining example of noble proletarian international- 
ism and has made great contributions to the fight for peace, national indepen- 
dence, democracy and social progress in the entire world. 


On behalf of the Communist Party, state and people of Vietnam, the Vietnamese 
delegation expressed to the Communist Party, government and fraternal people 
of Cuba and to Comrade Fidel Castro its sincere and deep gratitude for the 
help and support provided to Vietnam in the spirit of "For Vietnam, Cuba is 
willing to shed its own blood.” 


Cuba warmly hails the successes obtained by the Vietnamese people in the re- 
construction and defense of the unified, socialist country, as well as the 
enormous efforts which, at the present time and under the leadership of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam, headed by Secretary General Le Duan, they make 

in order to carry out the accords and resolutions of the Fifth Party Congress 
and the will of the beloved President Ho Chi Minh, determined to thwart the 
multifaceted war of sabotage carried out by reactionaries in government circles 
in Beijing, to successfully defend socialism and firmly defend the socialist 
homeland. 


Both parties hail the extraordinary rebirth of the Kampuchean people and the 
brilliant achievements of the Lao people in the building and defense of their 


country. 




















Cuba values the foreign policy of principles of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam, of solidarity with the socialist community, peoples fighting for 
peace, national independence, democracy and socialism. 


Cuba hails the great contributions of the party, government, people and inter- 
nationalist soldiers of Vietnam to the Kampuchean revolution and views it as 
a historic contribution of Vietnam to the cause of strengthening peace and 
stability in Southeast Asia. 


Both parties vigorously condemn the policy of hostility of the reactionaries 

in government circles of China and their consorting with American imperialism 
and other reactionary forces against the peoples of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, 
as well as their maneuvers to pit the countries: of ASEAN against those of Indo- 
china, thereby creating tension and instability in Southeast Asia and increas- 
ing the danger to peace and security in the region and the rest of the world. 


Both parties consider that the maneuvers and acts against the peoples of Indo- 
china in recent years have failed and maintain that the problems of Southeast 
Asia can only be solved through peaceful negotiations between countries in the 
area on the principles of equality, mutual respect for the legitimate inter- 
ests of each country, without imposing their will on others and without out- 
side intervention. | 


The Cuban delegation praises and totally supports the efforts and moves of 
the three Indochinese countries, particularly the proposals of their foreign 
ministers at the recent conference held in Ho Chi Minh City to achieve peace 
and stability in Southeast Asia. 


Cuba appreciates the exceptional solidarity between Vietnam, Laos and Kan- 
puchea, forged and developed with every passing day in the long fight against 
colonialism, American imperialism and the expansionism and hegemonic designs 
of China. 


Both delegations expressed their vigorous condemnation of the establishment 
of the so-called Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea and emphasize 
that this maneuver by the Beijing expansionists and American imperialism is 
a farce aimed at covering up the crime of the Pol Pot clique, which is once 
again trying to impose genocide on the Kampuchean people. 


Both parties resolutely demand the expulsion of the so-called Democratic 
Kampuchea and the restoration of the legitimate rights of the People's Repub- 
lic of Kampuchea to the United Nations. 


In analyzing the international situation, both parties agree that the aggres- 
sive policy of the current American administration and other imperialist 
forces has worsened the world situation, paralyzed the process of detente and 
is helping to accelerate the weapons race and to increase hotbeds of tension. 
American imperialism is increasing its meddling in the internal affairs of 
nations, is strengthening its ties and military alliances with the most re- 
pressive, reactionary regimes and promotes dissension between movements and 
governments in the world. 

















Both parties vigorously condemn the decision by the American Government to 
step up the massive production of new weapons for the extermination of mankind 
and make an appeal to all nations of the world to express their repudiation 

of this dangerous imperialist action and demand the immediate elimination of 
this genocidal plan. 





Both parties hail the development of the mass movement that has gained 


strength in Europe and that is beginning to be felt in the United States, 
a movement opposing the arms race and in defense of peace. 


Cuba and Vietnam believe that the enormous difficulties and aftereffects gen- 
erated by the current crisis in the capitalist system worsen the economic and 
social injustice in underdeveloped countries especially and constitute a 
crucial problem for mankind that can only be solved through the establishment 
of a new order in international economic relations, one based on the equality 
of just and democratic principles. The two delegations reaffirm that only in 
this way will it be possible to guarantee stable and lasting peace. 


Both delegations appreciate and fully support the proposals made by Leonid I. 
Brezhnev, secretary general of the CPSU, in his political report to the 

26th Congress of Soviet communists, a reporc containing the peace initiatives 
of the USSR and other socialist nations aimed at eliminating hotbeds of inter- 
national tension, preventing the holocaust of a new world conflagration and 
helping detente to become an irreversible process. 


Both delegations reaffirm the decisive importance of close cooperation with the 
Soviet Union for its countries, as well as the importance of the enormous aid 
and support which the Soviet Union provides them in the construction and de- 
fense of socialism. They value cooperation with other socialist states within 
the framework of CEMA aiming at the execution of the complex program of social- 
ist integration. 


Both parties support the efforts and firm measures adopted by Poland to thwart 
the attempts at interference and sabotage by imperialism and reactionaries and 
to stabilize the country's situation while safeguarding the achievements of 
socialism in Poland. 


In evaluating the situation in Latin America, both delegations express joy 
over the victories in the fight of the peoples on that continent, especially 

in Central America and the Caribbean, a fight for peace, democracy and social 
injustice. They denounce the attempts of American imperialism to use armed 
aggression, terror, economic blackmail and repression to prevent the free exer- 
cise of those nations’ right to self-determination and independence. 


Both parties hail the victories of the people of Nicaragua under the leadership 
of the Sandinist National Liberation Front, in the reconstruction of the coun- 
try and the defense of their revolutionary conquests. They reiterate their 
solidary support for that fight and condemn the actions of American imperialism 
with their Central American allies. with the special support of the most reac- 
tionary sectors of the Honduran regime in the attack on the heroic Nicaraguan 
people. 











They manifest their firm solidarity with the people of Granada, who are suc- 
cesstully facing up to the threats of destabilization and economic pressure 

of imperialism. They vigorously condemn the policy of intervention and aggres- 
Sion of American imperialism against the people of El Salvador. Both delega- 
tions support the just struggle of the Salvadoran people and their representa- 
tive forces, the Farabundo Marti Front for National Liberation and the Revolu- 
tionary Democratic Front. In this connection, they hail the pronouncements 

on El Salvador contained in the Joint Declaration of Mexico and France on 

28 August 1981 and the recent Mexican-Venezuelan proposal of 7 September 1982 
which seeks to promote a political solution to the Central American crisis. 


Cuba and Vietnam condemn the dictatorial regime of Guatemala, which is massa- 
cring many sons of that nation which, in an attempt to achieve true indepen- 
dence, is heroically facing and fiyzhting the oppressor, led by its revolution- 
ary forces. 


Both delegations reiterate their support for the people of Puerto Rico in their 
fight against American colonial domination, for self-determination and na- 
tional independence. 


Koth parties resolutely support Panama, which is fighting to require that the 
American Government strictly comply with treaties on the Canal and respect 
Panamanian sovereignty over its territory. 


Both parties reiterate their solidarity with the peoples of Chile, Uruguay, 
Paraguay, Haiti and others fightiny fascism and reactionary dictatorships and 
have noted with satisfaction Belize's accession to independence, which consti- 
tutes an important step toward decolonization of the area. 


They also express their condemnation of British military actions and the open 
or concealed pressures from British allies aimed at restoring a colonial regime 
to the Malvinas, in open violation of the right of the people of Argentina to 
regain sovereignty over that portion of their national territory. 


Both parties express their solidarity with the just cause of the Afghan people 
determined to bring about the social and economic transformations inspired by 
the April Revolution, despite the harassment of imperialism and reactionaries, 
and firmly back the peace proposals of the government of that country presented 
on 24 August 1981] aimed at ensuring a political solution to guarantee peace 

in the region. 


The delegations of Cuba and Vietnam hail the initiative of the People's Repub- 
lic of Mongolia for the signing of a treaty ruling out aggression and the use 
of force in relations between the countries of Asia and the Pacific. 


Both parties reiterate their solidarity with the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea in its fight for the peaceful reunification of that nation without 
toreign interference and for the total withdrawal of American Armed Forces 
trom South Korea, 


Both parties appreciate the positive contributions of India to peace and secur- 
ity on the Asian continent and in the world. 














They also °xpress total support for the efforts to turn the Indian Ocean into 
a peace zone and condemn the increase in imperialist military might in the 
region, particularly the militarization and storing of nuclear weapons on 
Diego Gaccia Island. 


In considering the situation in Africa, both delegations reaffirm their sup- 
port for the just. struggle of the nations in that region for political, eco- 
nomic and social independence and against imperialism, colonialism, neocolon- 
ialism and racism. 


Both parties firmly condemn the acts of aggression of the racist regime of 
South Africa against the People's Republic of Angola, Mozambique and other 
Front Line nations, as well as the growing support given by the Reagan Admin- 
istration to the South African regime, aimed at subjugating the peoples of 
South Africa and Namibia and preventing the development of African nations in 
the zone. 


Both parties reiterate their rejection of any maneuver aimed at making the 
independence of Namibia conditional upon the withdrawal of Cuban troops from 
Angola. They denounce the maneuvers of the South African racists which, with 
the complicity of imperialism, are trying to prevent application of the UN 
resolutions, particularly Resolution 435 of the Security Council, in the al- 
ready lengthy process for the independence of Namibia. 





Both sides reiterate their recognition of Front Line countries for their sus- 
tained contribution and the respect they have always given to the liberation 

movements and peoples of Africa. They reaffirm their total and firm support 

to the SWAPO and the ANC, the oniy legitimate representatives of the peoples 

of Namibia and South Africa. 


Both parties hail the great achievements of the Ethiopian people in the 
building of a new life and the defense of their homeland, as well as their 
important contributions to the protection of peace and security in the area. 


In examining the complex situation in the Middle East, both parties note with 
great concern the seriousness of that situation as a result of the policy car- 
ried out by the United States in the region, in complicity with the aggressive 
state of Israel. 





Cuba and Vietnam vigorously condemn the invasion of Lebanon by Israel and the 
massacres of the Palestinian and Lebanese people, which are reminiscent of the 
worst crimes committed by the.Hitlerian hordes against European peoples. 


Both delegations believe that those mainly responsible for these crimes are 
government authorities in the United States, who have helped, through the 
so-called Camp David Accords, to weaken Arab unity and have helped the geno- 
cidal action of the Zionist clique that rules Tel Aviv against the Arab peo- 
ples, particularly the Palestinians. 


They believe that today more than ever, it is necessary to have the unity of 
the Arab peoples in order to thwart the maneuvers of Israel and its imperialist 


allies. 
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Cuba and Vietnam hail the heroic struggle of the Palestinian people, led by 
their sole legitimate representative, the Palestine Liberation Organization, 
and resolutely support the aspirations of that self-sacrificing people to 
establish its own independent state. 


Both delegations believe that just and lasting peace in the Middle East can 
only be achieved when Israel withdraws from occupied Arab territories and 
ceases its Zionist policy of annexation and plundering. 


Both parties express their support for the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic 
and confirm their solidarity with the fight of the Saharan people for their 
self-determination and independence. 


Both demand tliat the United States put an end to its threats and aggression 
against the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. 


Both delegations call upon the governments of Iraq and Iran to make immediate 
efforts to find a peaceful, just and honorable political solution to the 
armed conflict between them. 


Both countries emphasize the growing role of the Movement of Nonaligned Nations 
in international politics and reaffirm the historic significance of the 
Movement in the fight against imperialism, colonialism, neocolonialism, racism, 
Zionism and apartheid, expansionism and hegemonism, and to eliminate the eco- 
nomic and social inequality prevailing in the contemporary world, inequality 
that with every passing day increases its adverse effects on the peoples and 
countries of the developing world. 


Both parties express their satisfaction over the successful compliance with 
the accords of the Sixth Summit Conference held in Havana, despite the divi- 
sive tactics and sabotage of imperialism and reactionaries. 


Vietnam expresses its recognition of and support for the tireless work of the 
current president of the Movement of Nonaligned Nations, Comrade Fidel Castro, 
work aimed at safeguarding and strengthening the unity of the Movement. It 
emphasizes his effective contribution to the cardinal objectives of the Move- 
ment in behalf of peace, national independence and international security. 


Both parties express their firm willingness to contribute to the success of 
the coming meetings called by the Movement, particularly the Seventh Confer- 
ence of Heads of State or Government of Nonaligned Nations to be held in New 
Delhi, India, in March 1983. 


The Cuban and Vietnamese delegations are satisfied with the results of the 
visit and believe that it has made an important contribution to the consolida- 
tion and strengthening of fighting solidarity and the ties of friendship and 
fraternal cooperation between the two countries. 


During the stay of the Vietnamese delegation, Comrade Fidel Castro Ruz, first 


secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba and president 
of the Council of State and Government of the Republic of Cuba, and Comrade 
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Truong Chirh, member of the Politburo and the Central Committee of the Commun- 
ist Party of Vietnam and president of the Council of State of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam, signed a Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation containing 
the basic paths toward a deepening of the multifaceted ties between the two 
brother countries in the building of socialism and communism and in the common 
fight for peace, national independence, democracy and socialism. 





The delegation from the party and government of Vietnam expressed its sincere 
thanks to the party, government, people of Cuba and Comrade Fidel Castro for 
their fraternal welcome. 


Comrade Truong Chinh extended an invitation to Comrade Fidel Castro Ruz to make 
an official visit of friendship to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. The in- 
vitation was accepted with gratitude and the date of that visit will be set at 
a later date. 


City of Havana 
19 October 1982 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


CIVILIAN FAR TRADE UNION WORKERS HONORED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish No 38, 23 Sep 82 p 55 
{Article by Luis Lopez] 


[Text] Among the resolutions approved at the Fourth Congress of the FAR 
[Revolutionary Armed Forces] Civilian Workers' Union held last April was one 
establishing 19 September as Civilian Workers' Day. Its provisions stated 
that this is the date of founding of the youngest of the trade unions in the 
CTC [Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions]--established in 1971, which 
is the reason for the celebration of both anniversaries on this date. 


Thus the closing session of this celebration--the first to be held--took place 
in the Universal Hall of the FAR last week. At the speakers table were two 
acting members of the political bureau of the party, Gen Senen Casas Regueiro, 
first alternate to the minister of the FAR, and Gen Sixto Batista Santana, 
head of the central political office of the FAR; Agapito Figueroa, second 
secretary of the CTC; and other leaders of the workers organization. 


In connection with the anniversaries, pledges were made in connection with 
emulation and productive campaigns with active mass participation. Jose A. 
Roque, secretary general of the trade union, said that these activities made 
it possible to increase the combat readiness of the units, while at the same 
time giving impetus to innumerable tasks. 


He added that our trade unton currently ranks first in the battle for the ninth 
grade, having been declared the winner of the emulation in the first half of 
the year, and having one of the highest enrollment percentages for the CTC. 
Finally, he urged the trade union cadres to play their counterpart role with 
the administration, to provide solutions to the problems presented by the 
members, and to see to economic efficiency. "This is and always will be a 
victory trade union," he said. 


Helmut Kilabunde, president of the Civilian Defense Workers Trade Union in the 
GDR, who is the head of the delegation whitch was invited to visit our country, 
read a very moving greeting, in which reference was made to the profound 
friendship linking the workers engaged in defense tasks in the two countries. 
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During the closing ceremony, certificates were presented to the founders of 
the trade unton. The first presented was for the minister of the FAR. t was 
accepted on his behalf by Gen Senen Casas, who was given a similar certifi- 
cate. Among the commanders and leaders who were so honored were Gen Sixto 
Batista, Agapito Figueroa, Rosario Fernandez, Francisco Travieso, Jesus 
Escandel, Jose A. Roque, and others. 


Throughout this whole period the trade union sections and the territorial and 
provincial trade untons competed to win the emulation banners for the out- 
standing units. It was truly difficult to select the winners on the various 
levels, but it was established in the end that the winner for the sector was 
the rear guard command unit. Camaguey was named best province, and the 
Eastern Army was the winner on the army level. 


The closing address at the celebration was delivered by Brig Gen Francisco Cruz 
Gonzalez, alternate for the minister of the FAR for equipment and armament, who 
stressed the encouragement and incentive resulting from the work done in this 
first half of the year, yielding the satisfaction of being able to report very 
positive results on this trade unton day. 


He confirmed the support provided by the MINFAR [Ministry of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces] and the commanders to trade union work, the goals of which are 
the implementation of the labor laws, increasing economic conscientiousness, 
savings and labor safety and hygiene, among other things. 


Today, he said in conclusion, the administrations of the military enterprises 
and the commanders of the units have a great ally in the trade union sections 
for the solution of their problems, and he urged fulfillment of the technical- 
economic plan as a salute to Armed Forces Day, which falls on 2 December, and 
in honor of Lozaro Pena and Emilio Barcenas Pier. "On behalf of the minister 
of the FAR, I congratulate you," he concluded. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


CONCEPT OF HIDDEN ECONOMIC RESERVES EXPLAINED 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish No 38, 17 Sep 82 pp 34-35 
[Article by Julian Ramos Trujillo] 


[Text] The principle of democratic centralism plays an important role in all 
aspects of the socialist society. 


This is because it contributes to the perfecting of the socialist system and 
to enriching the national goals with the experience and local solutions which 
result from the participation of all the people. 


In the planning of the national economy, this principle is decisive in elim- 
inating the subjective elements from the plan and in the rational and econom- 
{cal use of the material resources available to society. 


The practice of democratic centralism is, therefore, one of the main paths to- 
ward the perfecting of planning. 


Moreover, an important factor in the development of planning is the quality of 
the system of technical-economic norms used as a basis for the enterprise plan. 


The basis for the app ication of democratic centralism to planning is the 
active participation of the workers. 


A specific knowledge of the conditions of material production yields an 
analysis by the workers, making it possible to perfect planning. 


In every enterprise, there are what are called "hidden reserves," which are 


sometimes not so hidden. 
Among the main reserves are the following: 
--Unused capacity of the basic means permitting an increase in production. 


-~-Ways of perfecting the quality of finished production and controlling 
productive processes. 


~-Measures for increasing labor productivity and perfecting the norms. 
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--Measures for effecting savings on raw and other materials and fuels. 


--The possibility of using secondary (recovered) raw materials. 





--The possibility of replacing imports. 


--The capacity to expand production of replacement parts, for the enterprise 
itself and other customers. 


--The introduction of marginal production based on waste materials recoverable 
during enterprise processing. 


--The use of industrial cooperation to resolve production problems. 
--Obtaining additional income from the sale of waste materials. 
--Optimizing inventories of raw and other materials and fuels. 
-~-Reducing the time periods and costs of the investment processes. 


--Reduction in costs and expenditures such as to improve the financial position 
of the enterprise. 


As can be seen, there is a broad field of action for perfecting the enterprise 
plan. 


But it is obvious that this can only be achieved if the workers participate 
actively in localizing the "inefficiency enemy" and eliminating it. 


The main means of achieving this is a consistent analysis of the system of 
technical-economic norms which serves as a foundation for the enterprise plan. 


The principle norms include: 

--Those pertaining to the use of the basic means. 

--Those pertaining to the quality of production. 

--Those pertaining to the labor force. 

~-Those pertaining to material consumed. 

--Those governing the financial activity of the enterprise. 

Norms are a dynamic factor which requires constant perfecting, such as to make 
them more economical, according to the results in the advance made by the 


enterprise. 


Let us explain this. 
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The norms establish what would be optimal in terms of the results of enter- 
prise work. 


They establish, for example, to what extent the machinery and equipment should 
be used for maximal advantage, with an analysis of the fac‘ rs contributing 


thereto. 


The workers know what the "bottlenecks" are, what equipment develops opera- 
tional problems, and how it functions in daily use. 


They know what processes have the greatest effect on production quality. 


In relation to the labor force, the workers can say where and how the norms can 
be perfected. 


The same is true with material consumption. The workers know where the losses 
in raw and other materials and fuels occur and can recommend how to avoid this. 


In the same way, they can suggest solutions for reducing costs and increasing 
enterprise income. 


For all of these reasons, it is the workers who have the technical and economic 
solutions to the problems which the enterprise must resolve. 


Now then, it can be demonstrated that the perfecting of planning is subject to 
whether or not the enterprise plan is good, because: 


--If the enterprise plan is good, the provincial plan is good, the plan for 
the economic branch is good, and the national plan is good. 


We have also seen that the foundations which ensure that the enterprise plan 
will be good are: 


--The consistent implementation of the principle of democratic centralism. 
--The development of a strong system of technical-economic norms. 


In order to practice these forms of work and to perfect planning, the enter- 
prises should not wait for a given "stage," because these are ongoing tasks. 


The perfecting of the system of norms must be the result of an analysis of 
their functioning, of the "continual discovery of hidden reserves," and of 
their use to improve the results of the work of the enterprise. 


This cannot be the task of the engineers, economists and leading personnel of 
the enterprise exclusively. Instead, it 1s necessary that the workers parti- 


cipate and that their views be heard in order to draft solutions. 


In this way, the enterprise is always in a position to rely on the factors 
allowing it to draft its proposed plans within a short time and to understand 
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the options for actions given each of the difficulties which may arise during 
their implementation. 


In order to utilize the mechanisms of democratic centralism, the enterprises 
should organize an information system allowing the workers to make use, through 
their organizations, of the elements of knowledge necessary to carry out their 
part of the analysis, origin and the solution of the technical-economic prob- 
lems of the enterprise. 


The workers are aware that given the conditions of our economic and social 
development and the brutal blockade to which the imperialists have subjected 
us, it is not always possible to implement all of the solutions, obvious as 
they may be, for lack of the possibility of obtaining the necessary material 
resources for the purpose. 


An understanding of this objective situation affecting our country is impor- 
tant to the practical application of democratic centralism to planning and is 
the basis for a necessary and indispensable step, the mobilization of all the 
"hidden reserves" in order to triumph in the economic field, succeeding in 
minimizing these difficulties through the elimination of che subjective short- 
comings, and achieving those goals, to which the solutions are applicable, 
within the resources available to our economy. 


Democratic centralism is an essential path to the development and resultant 
perfecting of planning and the economic results achieved by the enterprises. 


Properly organizing the ways of applying it, based on the conditions at each 
labor center, and succeeding in incorporating the contributions of the workers 
form the foundations for success in using this formidable tool to perfect 

the efficiency of our economy, which makes a socialist society possible. 


5157 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


ROLE OF AUTHORITY IN LEADING TROOPS DISCUSSED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish No 41, 14 Oct 82 pp 2830 


[Activity of t.e Chief section: "On Authority by Capt Leonel Gorrin Merida, 
professor at the Gen Antonio Maceo [fnterservice Cadet School] 


{(Text] The beautiful task of leading the masses consciously to the camstruction 
of the socialist society cannot be carried out without proper authority on the 
part of the chiefs and leader's. 


In his speech at the inauguration of the Desembarco del Granma Textile Complex 
in Santa Clara, our commander in chief, Fidel Castro, repeated the importance 
of increasing the authority of the administrative cadres as one of the subjec- 
tive factors that must be given mure attention at this time. 


Fidel indicated: "It is indispensable to strengthen the authority of those 
who lead; otherwise, there would be no discipline." 


Life demonstrates that the acquisition of authority is a long and difficult 
process that demands constant improvement, work, effort and analysis of every 
activity done as well as proper conduct and relations with those over whom we 
try to exercise authority. 


Authority is a phenomenon that arises with society and is an inseparable ele- 
ment of relations amongz men. It can be understood as the sociopsychological 
influence that one or several individuals exercise over others. As Friedrich 
Engels indicated, it is the relationship that presupposes the action of a cer- 
tain will on one side and subordination to this on the other. 


[he content and psychological mechanism of this influence depend, first, on 
the social conditions under which it is exercised. In societies divided into 
classes, authority is based on economic and political pressures that certain 
men apply on others. One example of this is the existence of the so-called 
"overwhe lining pseudoauthoritarian"--that is, one who tries to exercise power 
through force, coercion and fear, one who tries to use tension about punish- 
ment. This authority is considered false authority. 


The social conditions for a real recognized hierarchy are only possible within 
the framework of a society without antagonistic classes, in the atmosphere that 
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socialism creates. The classic procedure of pressures, imposed by the previous 
regimes, is foreign to our society since the premises for it do not exist now. 
Its manifestation in some cases is nothing more than a consequence of past 
prejudices. 


True authority that is born with socialism is based on the objective evaluation 
of the real achievements of a man. To maintain a decent attitude toward life, 
to achieve great results in daily work, to observe the norms of communist moral- 
ity, to develop correct relationships in the collectives in which we act and 
live and to be creative are the premises that make a man a prestigious, author- 
itarian person. 


Army Gen Raul Castro indicated: "The authority of an administrative leader 
emanates from the success of his activities, his life intensely devoted to 
work, his style which avoids the habits of fraudulent cronyism and deforming 
tolerance and his modest living within his income." 


The elements expressed above about the components of the authority of the ad- 
ministrative leaders in the socialist state are included as regulatory re- 
quirements for the work style and method of FAR chiefs and officers. 


The communist party, the Cuban state and our people place great responsibili- 
ties and obligations in leadership and education of the military collectives 
on the shoulders of the FAR chiefs and leaders. 


The FAR is the armed bulwark of the defense of our socialist state, cmtinuer 
of the greatest and most beautiful traditions of the people. It is closely 
united with the people of whom it is an inseparable part. Throughout these 
years, it has known how to respond fully to any call by the party and the 
people, unhesitatingly fulfilling the patriotic and internationalist missions 
asSigned. 


The FAR chiefs and officers are selected from ammg the best of our working, 
peasant and student youth. They are characterized, in the first place, by the 
firmness of their Marxist-Leninist convictions and by their absolute loyalty 
to the communist party, the state and the working people. They have been edu- 
cated by the commander in chief in the spirit of self-denial, executive abi- 
lity and modesty. About 85 percent of the officers are members of the party 
and the UJC [Union of Young Communists]. 


All the above establishes the background and objective conditions so that the 
FAR chiefs and officers have sufficient authority and prestige among the mass 
of soldiers and the people in general. 


If the military cadre does not possess the necessary personal qualities, if 
his actions contradict the task assigned to him by the people, these same ob- 
jective conditions will act as an evaluating factor to define his degree of 
isolation and the flaw in his authority. 


Therefore, it is interesting to go into the explanation of some examples of 
different types of authority, especially to present those indispensable quali- 
ties in a leader or chief in order to enjoy great prestige from those whom he 
must influence. 
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thority as a social phenomenon has two basic aspects: an objective one and 
subjective one. The influence of the latter can help strengthen the objec- 
Live factors or weaken them. 





[ practice demonstrates that different types of authority exist in our 
society, even a few that are contrary to socialism. 


ln some isolated collectives we even find comrades who have an authority com- 
monly called "preferential," "authoritarian" or "unipersmal." We are refer- 
‘ing to that comrade with political and professional knowledge, clean moral 
conduct and certain organizational ability who is fulfilling and disciplined, 
demanding, etc. However, he does not consider the opinion of his comrades, 
the opinion of the collective which he leads, in his decisions. He feels that 
ne alone is capable of making decisios while the rest are responsible for 
carrying out his ideas. The failure to consider the opinion of the collcctive 
isolates this comrade from that group of men over whom he must have influence. 
At the same time, he projects an image of self-sufficiency which contradicts 
the essence itself of the authority of a leader or chief in a socialist 
society. 


We also find the opposite case; that is, a comrade incapable of making a deci- 
sion by himself, self-limited in undertaking a task or fearful that he will 
not receive the support of the collective. This type of authority is called 
"liberal." The positio, the respmsibility of a chief or leader, is not to 
ingratiate himself with the rest but to carry out the tasks that the party and 
the state assign in order to validate socialist legality. 


Our commander in chief, Fidel Castro, has warned on several occasions about the 
negative effect of a leader not carrying out his duties because of the possible 
loss of sympathy or popularity. Eecause of this, consultation and contact with 
the masses he leads are indispensable. The support of the men to carry out an 
activity is a necessary condition in order to undertake it. Evaluating the 
opinions of the collective makes it possible to improve our work and this in- 
creases authority. However, when the chief or leader does not have the right 
Opinions or changes them easily, he loses prestige and his influence over the 
mass he leads. The men easily perceive this defect and reject it. 


We could indicate other cases of negative authority, characterized by "pseudo- 
democracy," the poor use of the power that the socialist society confers and 
Other deviations. The main feature of these attitudes is ignorance or relin- 
juishment of the most basic principies of socialist leadership--close commni- 
cation with the people in whose name he leads--and the Leninist style charac- 
teristic of our party and revolutionary state. 


Ditferent from the above, the masses of our people grouped in their different 
political, social and professional organizations and in tne labor collectives 
identify with and approve of the authoritarian conduct of the leaders and ca- 
dres formed in the heat of the revolutionary struggle and encouraged by the 
social classes that constitute the base of the state of workers, peasants and 
intellectual workers. 
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The organizacion and leadership of efforts and initiatives in the establish- 
ment and collective defense of the new socialist society rest in the hands of 
these thousands of men. They enjoy the proper authority emanating from their 
competence and their loyalty to the party, the state and the people. They are 
carriers of socialist norality and fight as true "captains" to overcome the 
present problems derived from economic backwardness and the ideological rem- 
nants of the exploiting societies. 


The history of these years, as in the earlier periods of the bourgeois repub- 
lic and even earlier years when Cubanism cropped out against Spanish colomial- 
ism, demonstrates that the people always knew how to promote the men with 
enouzsh prestige and authority to channel their fight, unite their desires and 
lead them to final victory. Now, in the historic moment of leading the con- 
struction of the new society, when economic and cultural duties and work in all 
spheres of social life are added to the task of political leadership, real 
authority that socialism confers has the example that our party and the conm- 
mander in chief offer as maximum expressions of revolutionary prestige. 





The authority of the chief and the political worker is an extremely necessary 
condition for the strengthening of discipline and the achievement of effective 
results in combat and political training of the troops. 





The authority of a chief or leader is mainly the result of personal hard work 
on his individual qualities. The main qualities are: 


The communist ideal, partisanism, an active position in the social and poli- 
tical life of his unit; 


Great professional training, in-depth military knowledge and magnificent tech- 
nical and military training; 


Love for his profession and great responsibility toward his tasks; 


Moral integrity: honesty, truthfulness, industriousness, simplicity, modesty, 
decent family behavio’; 


Great organizational ability; knowing how to support the initiatives of others; 


Beins a fulfiller, disciplined, vigorous, patient; having great self-control, 
initiative; being flexible, demanding, stable, brave and determined; 


Having sreat pedagogic tact; combining demands on the men with concern for 
them as well as respect for the dignity of each comrade he leads; 
Maintaining a close relationship between word and deed; 


Knowing how to support himself on the organizations of the party and the UJC 
and other social organizations; and 


Fighting constantly for self-improvement and self-education; not ever feeling 
that he is perfect because the result will be the opposite. 
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Wc Could cite other necessary qualities that are the source of real authority 
but we feel it is more important to point out the fact that this is a dynamic, 
mobile phenomenon. it develops and strengthens or the opposite can occur. 
Life demonstrates that it is much easier to strengthen existing authority than 
to reestablish it if we lose it. 


Although the psychological characteristic of authority consists in the influ- 
ence of some men over others, we must remember that those comrades on whom we 
act do not remain passive in this relationship: they also influence and edu- 
cate us. 


To know how to evaluate this influence and to learn from those we educate and 
teach is perhaps the most valuable quality that an individual possessing true 
authority can have. 


The First Party Congress, in its theses on cadre policy, stated: "...the po- 
litical, economic and social development that our country experiences requires 
new and stricter demands on our cadres each day. Technological and scientific 
progress, the subsequent degree of organization required and the increase in 
the political awareness of the masses and their cultural level demand the 
strengthening of the organisms of the party, the state, the UJC and the mass 
organizations and require an ever increasing level of preparation in their 
cadres and leaders." 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


PARACHUTE TRAINING IN MILITARY DESCRIBED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish in Spanish No 41, 14 Oct 82 pp 24-27 
[Article by Pablo Noa] 


[Text] Lt Col V. Radchenko, a well-know  paratropper instructor in the Soviet 
Armed Forces, wrote on one occasion: "To parachute is much less dangerous 
than, let us say, to go down a steep road on a motorcycle." 


Of course, he was basically referring to the tecmical advances, inventions 
and designs introduced in parachutes now used by landing and assault troops. 


I remembered that statement by the officer during a visit to one of our units 
which, by chance, coincided with the first classes of the present Year of In- 
Struction which included new soldiers. 


I remembered the Soviet instructor's words, especially when the characteristics 
of parachutes and their possibilities for successful and safe use at daytime 

as well as night were explained in the unit's methodological classroom. With 
them, entire units completely equipped can land, even using high-speed 
airplanes. 


Experienced paratroopers constantly try to reduce the time of the jump. The 
design and qualities of the parachute enter into play here. Its construction 
will permit the soldier to delay opening it. 


The parachute alone does not guarantee the effectiveness of the landing and 
assault units in the proper fulfillment of the combat tasks and missions as- 
Signed. Extensive systematic individual and collective preparation of the 
soldiers is necessary. 


One of the basic elements is preparation for the jump. Land preparation, 
strictly observing the methodological plans for instruction of the paratroop- 
ers, is a decisive factor. In that process, the young soldiers first study the 
theoretical problems of the jump, parachute construction, parachute folding and 
adjustment as well as conduct at the airport and on the landing field. 


Land training is invariably done before each jump. All the personnel partici- 


pate regardless of their practical experience. That activity is led by the 
company and platoon chiefs and instructors. 
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fnthusiasm and Emotion: First Jump 


The zeneral feeling in the unit was good that day. At the training field, 
there Was obvious enthusiasm and emotion concerning the first jump. After the 
basic training, the new soldiers were busy a few hours before that long-awaited 
moment. 


The instructor repeated each aspect of the training, cleared up doubts and cor- 
rected movements and exercises at the jump table, the airplane dummy or the 
Suspension area. The physical and psychological readiness of the soldiers to 
undertake this test determine the execution of the jump and its results. 


In the morning, in addition to the activities on the training field, the para- 
troopers spent a long time folding parachutes. On the large field, the main 
task was preparation and review of mechanisms, accessories and parts of the 
parachutes. 


That is an indispensable requirement in this type of unit. The safety of the 
man jumping depends on this. 


Under a leafy tree, there were many comments, anecdotes and opinions. We met 
soldiers Fernando Montoya, Francisco Duquesne, Israel Lopez, Ulises Contrera 
and others there. 





First came individual experiences. 


"This military specialty attracts me. I have already jumped. I took a short 
course organized by SEPMI [Society for Patriotic-Military Education] in my 
province. Being a paratrooper is a great honor for me in addition to being 
the best opportunity offered me to defend the socialist fatherland," said 
Fernando. 


francisco was more expansive in his conversation. He commented: "For me, 
being in the FAR--apart from responding to the duty of every citizen--is a 
commitment to society and the revolution. Personally I plan to devote myself 
to strictly fulfilling the norms of organization and discipline demanded in 
this unit. My aspiration is to be a soldier trained to carry out any type of 
combat task or mission well." 


[srael and Ulises also took SEPMI courses. Both have firm convictions about 
participation in the life and activities of this type of unit and also in the 
"specific role of the soldier inside and outside the camp." 


Israel indicated: "I really wanted to belong to this unit." 


Ulises added: "Parachuting is an activity that requires courage, security 
and self-confidence." 


The break ended. The platoon chief called them to attention. Another phase 
of the training for the jump began. 
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Day of the Jump 


They arrived at the airport early in the morning. The preparations were being 
done quickly on the runway. Near it, the small units organized their place- 
ment. The platoon chiefs specified the necessary details. The soldiers re- 
called the instructions given during the classes and training. 


The moment arrived. The jump leader, Lieutenant Colonel Iglesias, explained 
the nature of the exercise to the unit. He made concrete observations about 
the activities that each soldier had to carry cut before, during and after the 
Jump. 





The departure chief added some recommendations and everything was ready. 


First the dynamic mottoes of the platoons were heard. The coined phrases con- 
tained the commitments of the members of the unit to make a jump and receive 
the best grades. 


Sub-Lt Lerto Berdejas's platoon began this emotional moment. To the chief's 
voice, the soldiers responded: Always forward! Then the rest gave their mot- 
toes aS commitments and emulation challenges. Everyone's pledge was the same: 
to make a good jump. 


A communique read by a UJC [Union of Young Communists] leader summarized the 
general feeling. The enthusiasm and spirit of resolution grew even more when 
they began to count down for the first group. 





The departure chief next to the door of the AN-2 told the young paratroopers 
to get in. A few seconds after getting in the airplane, they were in flight. 
Then began the long-awaited jumps. 


These men must be ready to carry out complicated missions, make long flights 
and nocturnal jumps in the water, mountainous areas and woods, flying at high 
and low altitudes, frequently hundreds of kilometers from their camps. They 
must also know how to act alone or in small groups in the enemy rearguard, 
firmly resisting any deprivation or difficulty. It is good to point out that 
there is a magnificent tradition in this unit which has been repeatedly veri- 
fied in many exercises and maneuvers. 


The landing and assault units must always have high combat readiness. For 
that reason, their members are always improving their skills and knowledge. 
They increase their training level in special and technical preparations as 
well as in shooting and physical and psychological training. Of course, ail 
this activity is based on solid political and ideological preparation. 


The jump we attended lasted almost a day. In the afternoon a little before 
sudden heavy rains came, the unit was called to attentimm and the jump leader 
summarized the exercise. There were recognitions and new observations to re- 
member for similar activities. The satisfaction and happiness were obvious 
when the leaders of the exercise began to present awards that the soldiers who 
had just made their first jump wear with special pride. 


How happy Fernando, Francisco and the others were! Even Lieutenant Colonel Lo- 
pez who is so accustomed to this! All laughed happily: they had succeeded. 
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UJC TRAINING ACTIVITIES IN FAR DESCRIBED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish No 38, 23 Sep 82 pp 56-57 
[Article by Luis Lopez] 


[Text] Standardization of the criteria for the UJC [Union of Young Communists] 
work methods and style, clarification and orientation of specific guidelines 
for the new training year, as well as improving the theoretical training of 

the leaders of the youth organization are some of the main aspects being dealt 
with at the seminar offered for instructors in UJC work in the FAR [Revolu- 
tionary Armed Forces]. 


For 3 days, problems pertaining to the functioning of the UJC, its internal 
life, growth, the efficiency of propaganda and agitation work, as well as all 
of the political-ideological work done in each of the commands were analyzed, 
and also reports were delivered on the experiences of the various units in mass 
cultural work and other aspects of daily functioning. 


A central report containing an analysis of the past year of work and the short- 
comings found was prepared for the meeting. 


The document described the favorable work carried out by the UJC to fulfill the 
missions assigned during the training year just ended, as well as the impetus 
given the tasks by the creation of a strong movement in support of the Fourth 
Congress and the 22nd anniversary of the founding of the youth organization. 


However, these achievements were analyzed as experience which should continue 
to be applied, rather than as culminating points in the work to be done in the 
units. Attention was also focused on the shortcomings which made it impossible 
to achteve more positive results in the practical activities, as well as the 
limited preparation for meetings and inadequate implementation of the estab- 
lished procedures for the development of internal life. 


Much attention was focused on the inflexibility of some base and intermediary 
organizations in dealing with changing situations in practical life, such that 
they devote themselves solely to the strict execution of their work plan, and 
this was one of the subjects most intensively discussed. The need to orient 
tasks toward the solution of objective problems through prior discussion with- 
in the organization, in order to find the best way for dealing with the prob- 
lems, was made clear at the meeting. 
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This was made clear by the representative of the Eastern Army, First Lt Ramon 
Cruz Mastrap.u, a member of the national committee of the UJC, who spoke of the 
need for both the members and the base and intermediary organizations to be 
always at the heart of the problems. "But we can add to this," he said, “that 
we must maintain greater contact, visit subordinate units much more frequent- 
ly, in order to have more direct control and to be able to aid and guide them 
toward more efficient work... It has become essential that we perfect work 
methods." 


Goals of the Organization 


In the concluding address at the Fourth Congress of the UJC, our commander in 
chief said that the most important task of the organization is developing a 
communist awareness in young people. Fidel Castro stated the results achieved 
in this work when he said: "The new Cuban generation is firmer, harder, more 
revolutionary, more internationalist and more unwavering than the very genera- 
tion which inspired and educated us." 


Under the conditions within the FAR, this activity takes on vital importance, 
since the results of the political-ideological work are reflected in the better 
fulfillment of the missions assigned, in discipline and combativity, in a high 
critical and self-critical sense, in improved training and combat readiness. 


Despite the fact that this 1s a main guideline in the work of the UJC in the 
FAR and successes have been achieved along these lines, the report describes 
shortcomings to be corrected. The addresses by the participants at the semi- 
nar, including a report on the experience of a UJC committee in the Eastern 
Army in connection with the communist training of the combatants provided 
greater clarification about the political-ideological work to be pursued this 
year in order to achieve the desired ends. 


In this connection it is necessary to increase attendance at political train- 
ing, to improve the quality of the classes, self-preparation and preparation 
of the reports, and the use of a proper study-materials program. It is also 
necessary to specify and plan more effective tasks within the propaganda and 
agitation plans and to deal with other problems which will ensure that this 
joint effort achieves better results. 


A Day for the Units 


Those attending the seminar termed the visits to the DAAFAR [Antiaircraft 
Defense and Revolutionary Air Force] and MGR [Revolutionary Navy] units of 
"{nestimable aid." The former organization put on a demonstration meeting for 
a base committee of the UJC, while at the Naval Academy, the members on the 
Navigation Faculty demonstrated an exemplary advisory meeting, the corre- 
sponding base committee meeting, and a growth analysis meeting of the UJC 
committee. 


The seminar participants offered congratulations in both instances, praising 
the proper mastery these organizations have of the guiding documents, dis- 
cipline and member participation. 
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Vien 


fhese methodological demonstration classes," said Capt Santiago Arias Brito, 
head of the UJC Work Section of the Central Political Office of the FAR, 
should be held in the various armies and branches up to the division-brigade 
level. This would contribute to eliminating a large part of the difficulties 
being encountered." 


First Lt Ramon Cruz, for his part, termed this activity very positive, since 
"We all gain in experience and clarity. I believe that the coming year should 
be carried out in the combat units such as to bring the general reality closer 
to this demonstration." 


The closing session of the seminar was attended by the second secretary of the 
National Committee of the UJC, Conrado Martinez Corona, as well as Luis 
Millares and Lt Col Jose Manuel Puente Pouyout, both members of the national 
bureau. 


Minutes before adjournment, Comrade Conrado Martinez voiced the need to extend 
the work of the FAR to young students and workers. He stated that this is 

more difficult than work with the Pioneers, but is equally necessary and essen- 
tial. 


The important aspect of this suggestion becomes clear when we realize that 
young people represent 30 percent of the active labor force, and that 90 per- 
cent of them are directly involved in production, teaching and services. And 
this is exclusive of the fact that it is the students who, through their 
general military service, become members of our armed forces. 


"We must continue to study aspects of the joint work with the UJC in the FAR 
and in civilian life," the youth leader stressed. " Soldiers must feel the in- 
fluence of the young workers and students, and vice versa." 


The second secretary of the National Committee of the U.JC went on to give some 
examples of how this work can be developed, either through common interest 
groups, voluntary labor or in other ways. It is necessary, he said in conclu- 
sion, to eliminate formality from this joint work and to adopt more practical 
styles which yield better results. 


The concluding address at the seminar was delivered by Lt Col Jose Manuel 
Puente. He said that the units must carry out new and complex tasks in this 
training year which began recently, involving greater effort. During this 
year a number of missions assigned to the military sector by the second party 
congress will be carried out. To this end, youth organizations with strongly 
developed internal lives and work with young people on a higher level will be 
needed, as will the waging of a tireless struggle against simplification, 
formalism and violations of all kinds. 


Finally, he spoke of the need to prepare for the assembly process which will 
begin shortly, and he instructed that organization of it should begin immed- 
iately. The assessment meetings, he stressed, should be characterized by a 
high level of critical spirit, combativity, exigency, thoughtfulness and 
analysis. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


MILK PRODUCTION AT MATANZAS FARM REPORTED 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish No 38, 17 Sep 82 pp 32-33 
[Article by Jose Lopez Baez] 


[Text] The marketing of 82,715,091 liters of milk, 37 percent of it of first 
quality, 21 percent of second quality and 24 percent of third quality through 
the ECIL [Dairy Industry Consolidated Enterprise]--this is what the livestock 
breeders and the Ministry of Agriculture have achieved in the province of 
Matanzas in this past year. 


Six milk-producing enterprises and one engaged in cattle fattening are located 
in this province. In each establishment, there is a technician who sees to 
the norming, measurement and quality control activities. Plans called for the 
collection of 9,204 milk samples for laboratory analysis in 1981, whereas 131 
more than the goal set were collected. 


From the milking of the cow to delivery to the consumer, there are a number of 
operations which require strict control if good quality milk is to be assured. 
For this reason, commissions have been appointed on the enterprise and pro- 
vincial levels to make periodic analyses of the negative factors which work 
against quality control of milk, and to plan the specific measures to be 
adopted in each case. 


The Marti Livestock Enterprise 


At the Marti Livestock Enterprise, located in the Matanzas municipality of the 
same name, we interviewed engineer Manuel Antonio Nuviola Licea, head of the 
norming, measurement and quality control section of the enterprise, who told 
us about the development of milk quality there in recent years. 


He told us the following: "In 1980, 36 percent of the milk produced at this 
enterprise was classified excellent or very good, accounting for 52 percent of 
the total production. Of the total 16 percent was classified good, 23 percent 
poor and 26 percent very poor. However, in 1981, 11,983,956 liters of milk 
were marketed, 41 percent of it being classified first quality, 23 percent 
second quality, 27 percent third quality, 8 percent atypical, and 1 percent 
altered." 
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During the first quarter of this year, the average price obtained for first 
quality milk produced varied as follows: 








Average Gross 
Liters Price per Marketable 
Month of Milk Liter Production 
January 860,531 0.31 pesos 266,764.61 pesos 
February 744,324 os ie, 245,626.92 “4 
March 835,415 0.33 " 275,686.95 "™ 
Total 2,440,270 -- 788,078.48 " 


In May of this year, the average price obtained per liter of fresh cow's milk 
marketed was 34 centavos, while the plans for the balance of the year call 

for obtaining 32 centavos per liter. This can only be achieved through strict 
quality control in the process of obtaining and preserving this product. 


"Milk ceases to be of good quality," Manuel Antonio told us, "when, among 
other things, it is acid, contains foreign substances, has too low a fat con- 
tent or specific weight, or has too high a bacteria content (resulting from 
unsanitary utensils at the dairy farms). 





"Now then, there are two problems which are affecting the quality of our milk 
currently," the engineer went on to say. "They have to do with the lack of 
electricity and the poor condition of the road in three districts. In view of 
this situation, we found ourselves forced to take certain steps which have re- 
solved the problem temporarily." 


The Marti Livestock Enterprise has a total area of 2,799.9 caballerias, of 
which 1,807.3 are in pastureland and 370.8 are devoted to fodder production. 
There are 31 mechanized and 7 manual dairy units. In addition, there is a 
livestock herd of 53,359 head of cattle, 17,854 of them cows, of which 6,410 
are being milked. 


Improvement Measures 


Every 15 days, the enterprise managers, jointly with the ECIL comrades, make 
inspection tours of the dairy units, checking on equipment sanitation, etc. 
The inspection results are analyzed by the enterprise management and at the 
monthly meetings of the hygiene and quality commission, for the purpose, in 
both cases, of establishing the steps to be taken. 


There is a commission on the enterprise level which is headed by members of 

the municipal committee of the party. Its members are the director of that 
committee as well as six other comrades, including representatives of the ECIL, 
the MINSAP [Ministry of Public Health] and the Electrical Enterprise. This 
commission holds monthly discussions of the problems pertaining to milk pro- 
duction and quality, and the resolutions needed for control of these factors 
are adopted. 
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The adapta‘ton of the national quality control program to the characteristics 
of the enterprise has been of extraordinary importance. This serves as a basis 
for making the inspections throughout the production process, which has led to 
an improvement in milk quality. 


Also, there is a daily check on the quality of the milk produced in the dis- 
tricts, which along with an increasing awareness in terms of organization, 
level of demand and technical skills hes made it possible for this enterprise 
to achieve significant gains in its eco1. mic activity thanks to the quality of 
the milk. 


Quality Control Phases 


There are three phases in the quality control of milk: input quality control, 
which has to do with fodder, mineral salts, fresh forage, etc.; control of the 
process, including cleaning the udder, organization of the herd, separating and 
sealing, etc.3; and final control, pertaining to the sanitary preservation of 
the product. 


Moreover, top grade class A milk must have a fat content of at least 3.75 per- 
cent, a minimal density of 1,029, a refractometric level of 36.5, pH acidity 
ranging between 6.60 and 6.85, 8.2 percent nonfat solids, and 11.7 percent 
total solids. 


In talking with Gloria Amelia Martinez, a veterinarian at the Matanzas Genetic 
Livestock Enterprise, we learned that the higher the fat content of the milk, 
the higher the price. Its presence depends on what the cow is fed, the season 
of the year, the breed of the cow, milking method, correct sampling, the oper- 
ation of the separator, etc. 


Matanzas Genetic Livestock Enterprise 


Rita Marta Apecheche Machin is in charge of norming, measurement and quality 
control at the Matanzas Genetic Livestock Enterprise. She told us that in the 
first quarter of this year, the enterprise sold 10,527,335 liters of milk, as 
follows: 





Quality Number of Liters 
First 2,152,755 liters 
Second 3,406,113 " 
Third 3,221,900 " 
Atypical 1,480,978 " 
Altered 265,589 +" 


"We planned to produce 55,200,000 liters of milk this year at a price of 33 
centavos per liter. Up until May, the prices by month were as follows: 33 
centavos in January, 28 in February, 32 in March, 32 in April and 33 in May," 
Marta told us. 
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"In February we had losses totaling 250,000 pesos, because of the low fat 
content of the milk. This was a result of failure to take samples for labora- 
tory analysis, in turn due to a lack of transportation. Given this situation, 
the enterprise drafted a plan to recover the money lost through improvement in 
milk quality control. 


"The main thing for us," Rita explained, "is quality. We have therefore 
created commissions in all the dairy units and the milkers are taught how to 
maintain the milking equipment. Also, there is a technician with a motorcycle 
whose responsibility is gathering samples." 


In 1981, milk sales to the ECIL came to 17,056,163 pesos, and the price per 
liter was 33 centavos. It is important to note that more than 50 percent of 
the milk produced in the province comes from this enterprise. 


The Matanzas Genetic Livestock Enterprise has seven districts and 185 dairy 
units. A milk hygiene and quality commission has been established in each dis- 
trict. These commissions meet monthly to analyze the milk collection process, 
quality and sanitation, problems with roads and cooling equipment, and the 
shortcomings found by experts in the course of the inspecticn program. In 
addition, the enterprise management checks on the work done by district every 
month. 


Milk quality control in Matanzas is not just the task of a group of individuals 
or a given enterprise, but involves all the livestock workers, because all of 


the livestock forces in this province are focusing on the battle to obtain 
high-quality milk, and they are proceeding, certain of success. 


CSO: 3248/75 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 





EGP'S ROLANDO MORAN DISCUSSES ACTIVITIES 


Manazua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 6 Oct 82 Supplement pp 1-5 


{Report on Interview with Commander in Chief Rolando Moran by Marta Harnecker: 
"EGP: Work With the Masses for War"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] The revolutiomary war in Guatemala cannot be conceived of without the 
massive participation of the people. This thesis is one of the pillars of 

the strategic plans of the EGP [Guerrilla Army of the Poor], one of the strmeg- 
est political-military organizations operating in the country today. It began 
abroad at the end of the 1960's and its first contingent penetrated national 
territory in 1972. After a long period of "implementation" when it carried 

out armed actions only sporadically, it began its "phase of continuous mili- 
tary actions" about 2 years ago. 


Its commander in chief, Rolando Moran, has a long revolutionary career, first 
in the ranks of the PGT [Guatemalan Labor Party], then the FAR [Rebel Armed 
Forces] and lastly as founder of the EGP. In an extensive interview about 

the nistory of his organization and its main political platform, he recognized 
that when he entered Guatemala, he did it with a slightly foggy idea. He 
thought that his mere entrance into the country, his physical presence, his 
contact with the people, "were going to provoke a chain reaction." 


This initial miscalculation was quickly corrected because it did not corres- 
pond to the strategy or political line of the new organization, according to 
the Guatemalan leader. He added that the concept of the active and not merely 
passive participatim of the masses in the war “was already present in mater- 
ial from the beginning of the 1970's." At that time, the guerrillas were al- 
ready seen "not as a detachment around whom general sympathy and massive sup- 
port of the people form and grow until becoming the instrument for taking 
power but rather as the instrument that forges the military branch and, at 

the same time, organizes all the political structure and its mass base." 


Political Participation of the Masses in War 


What does this active participation of the masses in war consist of? It is 
not only a matter of carrying out directly military (guerrilla, paramilitary 
or self-defense) activities nor of activities related to the war economy. It 
is also very much a matter of participating "politically" in the war. 
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The top leauer of the EGP then explained the meaning of this statement: "The 
masses participate politically in the war, incorporating all the instruments 
of struggle that are characteristic of the masses including their grievance 
Struggles, but adding the political content of the fight for power to them. 
That is a characteristic of the revolutionary mass organizations....They do 
not abandon the characteristic forms of the mass Struggle--strikxes, protests, 
marc hes--which have occurred. Representatives of the mass organizations par- 
ticipated, for example, in the taking of the Spanish Embassy, even leading in 
actions that can have such violent outcames as that." 


It was not easy, however, for the EGP to reach these concepts. Our interviewee 
admitted: "At the beginning, we felt to some degree that we were not carrying 
out our initial postulates in our work with the masses; we could not find the 
way to do it." He added: "We initially tried to apply the classic tactic: 
penetration in the factories and the creatim of cells. However, this did not 
yield the results we wanted. Then, after studying some experiences, we began 
to find the formulas. We perceived that the masses in a country like Guatemala 
--in the first place, an underdeveloped country and, in the second place, a 
country besieged by the repression--have certain Strata for levels of organi- 
zation and radicalization or awareness. In a situation of popular revolution- 
ary war, it is not feasible for select contingents of the political-military 
vanguard to go directly from the broad mass organizations to the vanguard. 
Those horizontalized masses, organized in unions and in every type of open, 
legal trade organizations, are constantly exposed to the most brutal repression 
of the enemy. 





"In addition, the broad masses can have organization but to go from their 
spontaneous demands to political ones requires special conditions and a cer- 
tain process. We thought that in a situation like ours it was necessary to 
have mass organizatimms that are constantly prepared and ready to go from the 
grievance struggles to the political and revolutionary struggle. 


"It was necessary to do something. Then we realized that where the masses are 
concerned, it is necessary to prepare political and organizational work on 
three basic levels. The first is that of the unorganized mass because the 
masses are not only organized into unions, cooperatives, etc., but there is an 
unorganized mass that has a less developed level of awareness and that is more 
indifferent toward certain political and social phenomena. That mass is the 
great majority of the people; it is always larger than the organized mass. 
Then we have the organized mass but it is organized into union and econanic 
entities, etc. That organized mass begins to develop its class awareness, in 
some cases, in the unions through grievance struggles and already has some 
understanding to judge events but it is still a, let us say, nonpoliticized 
mass. We do not feel that the masses in our country grouped in unions, etc., 
are a politicized mass; we believe that only one sector of it is capable of 
being mobilized. For example, of the 800 members in a unin, you can mobilize 
some 400. We think that there is another sector within those 400--although 
its number might be much smaller, maybe 100--which constitutes the avant-garde 
of the masses." 
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ryt tal Work with Most Advanced Sector of the Masses 


"io develop a people's war to its highest level, we feel that there must be 
special work with this advanced sector of the masses and, in our opinion, this 
sector must feed the so-called revolutionary mass organizatioms. You can im- 
pose a certain degree of discipline on this avant-garde of the masses. They 
understand it; they assimilate it. You can impose certain forms of organiza- 
tion that are not like the liberal organization of the unions, cooperatives, 
etc. You can make this avant-garde of the masses ready to confrmt the repres- 
Sion directly through self-defense, struggles, etc. They accept acertain de- 
sree of training and practice of clandestine and semiclandestine measures. You 
can do all this without hurting their willingness, their determinatim and 
their conviction that it is also necessary to fight for the immediate and gen- 
eral economic demands of their class or sector. They do not abandon the grie- 
vance Struggles. Also they do not automatically join the vanguard." 


In spite of working with clandestine methods, these revolutionary mass organi- 
zations are not separate from the masses. The top leader of the EGP indicated: 
"Their roots in the masses are so deep that the worker activists can do their 
asitation, organization and training in their own work centers and general or- 
ranizations with the security that their clandestineness wiil not be betrayed. 
it is no longer a matter of individual and isolated work of agitation and cla- 
destine revolutionary organization in the heart of the masses but the work of 
an entire sector of the masses carrying out organization and political orienta- 
tion which are definitely revolutionary but closely tied to the immediate in- 
terests of the majority of those masses. They no longer see that work as for- 
eign to them but as a part and projectim of their own aspiratims." 


Commander Rolando stated: "This is a new concept of work with the masses. It 
is no longer a matter of having a group in a union win the elections and cm- 
trol the union board under the illusion that when this is achieved, that unim 
is already under its influence. Kasically the board is not important to us. 
what iS important to us are the bases and, among them, the most advanced 


—trme 0 
Sec tors. 


Thanks to this concept found "through practice and the accumulated experience 
of failures," the EGP today is one of the armed organizations that does the 
best work with the masses in the country. When I asked him if this work with 
the masses by the organization did not weaken the military work that the EGP 
proposed to do, he answered me emphatically: 


"No, in no way. On the contrary, it enriched it. With the development of the 
work with the masses, we not only expanded and enriched the quarry of soldiers 
and cadres for the military forces but the cmsolidated work of the mass or- 
ranizations accomplishes war tasks that do not fall to the regular military 
forces and permits them to improve their functions and better fulfill their 
role as permanent soldiers. This happened with the indians who have definitely 
joined the revolution. There are tens of thousands of indians in our zone who 
adhere to the statements of the EGP, fully aware that they are our statements." 
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Present Stage of War Development 


Thus far we have focused on the main statements of the EGP in relatim to work 
With the masses within the context of the popular revolutionary war. Let us 
now look at what stages this organization visualizes in the development of 

this war. In a document on military strategy, the EGP distinguished several 
Stages in the development of the popular revolutionary war. There are two ini- 
tial stages: the implementation stage and the armed propaganda stage. Their 
deve lopment took 7 long years. 


These stages have been completed, according to the top leader, but he feels 
they are the roads which every armed organization that begins to act must tra- 
vel. He insisted that proof of this is ORPA [Organization of the People in 
Arms]. It began "its military actions 8 years after us and has had to begin 
by making armed propaganda like we did: taking tows, agitation, distributiom 
of fliers, etc." 


Then there is a new stage: spreading the guerrilla war throughout the country. 
This stage "seeks to disperse and wear out the enemy, making the accumulation 
of forces on our part possible," according to our interviewee. He added: "In 
terms of military tactics, this means harassment, attacks on local government, 
the execution of enemy cadres but not yet strikes at enemy military structures. 
This permits us to give the comrades experience, give our forces experience, 
siving them confidence after the defeats suffered and the savage repression 
that has existed in our country. 


"This spreading of the guerrilla war tries to involve the entire country, de- 
velop the guerrilla method of combating the enemy at massive levels throughout 
the country, without yet reaching insurrection, but spreading the idea of 
fighting against a superior enemy." 


However, the EGP has clear awareness that although this stage takes a long 
time, the military power of the enemy will not be destroyed, especially if 
U.S. military intervention is considered inevitable. "This interventimm does 
not necessarily have to mean the presence of uniformed troops in actions and 
Operations....It is an interpretation that can be revealed through the parti- 
cipation of advisers, technical cadres, support through supplies, ammunition, 
control of communications, direction of operations....Precisely for that rea- 
son, we contemplate another stage after the spread of the guerrilla war: dis- 
putes with the enemy over terrain and the masses. From another angle, this 
means constructing liberated territories, local governments and the roots of 
anew state, although still in peripheral areas." 


Concerned with precisely defining the present stage of the revolutionary war 

in Guatemala, I asked him if it can already be considered that they are in 

this last phase since I understand that there already are liberated zones. He 
answered me strategically: "No, we cannot consider them liberated zmes be- 
cause we do not have complete political, economic and military control of those 
zones. An area where we have the possibility of remaining militarily but 

where the local government is not in our hands or whose economy is not directed 
by us cannot be considered a liberated area because we wili always have some 
point to liberate." 
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ordin, to the commander in chict’ of the EGP, this lust staze which it is 

J bexinning implies regular combat against enemy forces. "It is no longer 
Simply a matter of ambushes, harassment, causing losses to the enemy. It is 
not a matter of actions to wear him down but to seek the military defeat of 
the enemy through maneuvers and positions." 


Process that Requires Correct Timing 


We went on to the theme of the unity of the political-military organizatims 
that began to be negotiated at the beginning of 1979 between the EGP, the FAR 
and the PGT (National Directorate Cell) and culminated with the formation of 
ORPA in 1980. He maintained that it is very important that this be seen as 
"a process" and that it be conducted with "correct timing." "In the first 
place, it is important to have, let us say, a strategic and in-depth under- 
Standing of the unity at the leadership level of the organizations. In the 
second place, it is important to have an awareness, or rather an instinct, for 
the need for unity at the base level of the organizations so that the bases 
themselves, through experience,come to feel the need for that unity as the 
Solution to clear away the obstacles that separate them from triumph over an 
enemy who has become very arrogant and repressive. Third and most difficult, 
it is necessary that the middle-level cadres--that have at the same time been 
the product and participant in the disagreements and differences and are the 
most likely to clash--have an understanding and a willingness to accept the 
unity. 


"It is generally the middle-level cadre who establishes the aspects of sectar- 
ianism, competition and antagonism most deeply because he generally had to 
face the consequences of that division in the previous period when they ex- 
isted as separate organizations. He has a much more closed mind. Generally, 
the middle-level propaganda cadres are the most difficult to change. They are 
the ones who, for years, have spread the propaganda of their organizations and 
have had to defend them against wind and tide. 


"Therefore, we believe that the process of unity has to take place through 
stages. It cannot be limited to achieving agreements at the top. We must 
consider the need for acertain period of education or retrenchment or trans- 
formation of the middle-level cadres. 


"To achieve a truly effective unity, there must be great flexibility at the 
leadership level, great understanding, a great willingness to sacrifice a num- 
ber of things that, to a degree, have sometimes become personal or individual 
matters. For the sake of an objective, optimistic and generous idea of the 
revolution, it is necessary to do this type of work among themselves and anmg 
the middle-level cadres." 


Unity that Strengthens the Fight 
Rolando Moran who has personally lived through the internal fights between the 


PGT and the FAR and then the FAR and his Ow organization of which he is the 
founder attributed great significance to this on-going unity process. 


38 











"In the firsce place, initially it will accelerate the entire war process. In 
the second place, all the a@ganizations together and each one of the organiza- 
tions in particular will be strengthened politically as well as militarily.... 
What I believe will occur and is very important is that the unity will lead to 
the construction of a much more complete, homogenous and objective vanguard 
which will respod better to the needs and realities of Guatemala. 


"No single guerrilla movement can be the effective vanguard of our people." 


1717 
CSO: 3248/173 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


PGT'S MARIO SANCHEZ DISCUSSES ACTIVITIES 


Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 6 Oct 82 Supplement pp 6-8 


{Report on Interview with Mario Sanchez, leader of the PGT (National Director- 
ate Cell), by Marta Harnecker: '"Guatemalan Communists: Party Preparing for 
War"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] "We know that in the opinion of the Guatemalan people we are no lmger 
the vanguard," maintained Mario Sanchez, one of the top leaders of the National 
Directorate Cell of the PGT [Guatemalan Labor Party]. He added: "Our recog- 
nition of that meant progress toward marching resolutely to unity. If one 
comes with pretensions of being a vanguard when one is not, that makes unity 
difficult because it means placing an unacceptable conditim on the others." 


However, he recognized that "it is not easy" to adopt this attitude. It is 
necessary to be "very sincere and very humble" to achieve it. 


With a profound self-critical nature, he stated: "It is necessary to recognize 
that some of us communist parties on this cmtinent have remained a little be- 
hind the revolutioary process in our countries which follows a very dynamic 

course. We have practically stopped being the vanguard although we continue 

to state that we are. Our respective peoples will question that statement more 
each day....We must recognize this even though it hurts and correct it in prac- 
tice and in theory. It compliments us, not denigrates us as some might think." 


The old fighter who participated in the general strike that overthrew the dic- 
tatorship of General Ubico in 1944 when he was a typographical worker and also 
in the popular uprising of 20 October 1944 that led to the bourgeois-demccratic 
revolution (Arevalo-Arbenz) gave a very long interview. He has had great ex- 
perience as an underground fighter and as a labor and party leader. Due to 

the length of his interview, we will only go into some of his final reflections. 


Returning to the subject of unity, it started to be negotiated at the beginning 
of 1979 and ended in 1980 with agreements on unity by the four political- 
military organizations: EGP [Guerrilla Army of the Poor], ORPA [Organization 

of the People in Arms], FAR [hevel Armed Forces] and the PGT (National Direc- 
torate Cell). He maintained that "achieving coordination of the main political- 
military actions and having a Single tactic meant a qualitative leap and has 
been felt by the masses. They need a united leadership." He added realistic- 
ally: "We know that this entire process of unity has been filled with obstacles 
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and difficuivies. It is necessary to have great revolutimary cmviction and 
be guided especially by principles in order not to be discouraged at the first 
difficulties." 


The PGT has the moral authority to make this statement. It has lived through 
complicated processes of unification of forces in the decade from 1944-54 in 
order to form the Single Federation of Workers and the Natiqmal Democratic 
Front. It has also nad sad experiences of divisim within the party itself: 
the break with the FAR in the 1960's which was i*s own armed branch although 
militants from other leftist sectors participated. There was a party schism 
in 1978, the culmination of a long process of internal disagreements about 
the problem of armed struggle. 


Know How to Be Flexible 


These experiences led the Guatemalan leader to point out that it is necessary 
to be "vigilant," careful "not to commit any error." It is necessary to "know 
how to be flexible in order not to endanger unity." He also warned that this 
process must not be idealized. It is natural that contradictims will arise 
but that should not make them "act with skepticism but with just equilibrium 
like every revolutionary should: with acool head and a warm heart." 


Next 20 October--the date that commemorates the triumph of the bourgeois- 
democratic revolution of 1944--will be the first anniversary of the unity 
pronouncement which was accompanied by a series of joint military and parami- 
litary actions and harassment. Given the level of repression the dictatorship 
has reached, these replaced the traditional public parades to celebrate the 
popular date. 


Mario Sanchez stated that the popular masses were very sympathetic to this 
step toward unity and this especially had repercussions in the rural area. He 
Stated: "We know that there are party organizatims that have happily an- 
nounced: ‘Now we can even have the same weapons because we are all united! 

We can use a weapon and return it!' The people understood that there is a 
profound process of unity in progress that must be consolidated. The people 
have placed great hope in it to change the present situation and put an end to 
their terrible suffering." 


When we asked him what helped most in negotiating that unity, he answered: 


"T would say that what most helped achieve unity is the understanding that 

each organization learns o its own through life, through struggle: it is not 
easy to individually defeat the enemy. It is a strong enemy that does not give 
quarter. Only the unity of the revolutionary and democratic forces can win 
internally as well as internationally. It is a process of maturation. 


"it is also necessary to understand that maintaining individual positions does 
not benefit the general process or our movement. Events, especially since 
about 1968, have demonstrated that the enemy has strengthened himself and those 
who have suffered have been the revolutionaries and the people in general. 
Leaders--who were very brave, of course--have died without achieving greater 
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resudlls, areater provsrcss in the clrugyzle....ff we hud been united, progress 
would have came faster and been more noticeable, profound and irreversible. 
Some of us have the conviction, based on objective facts, that there were 
several favorable opportunivies between 1968 and 1980 to take true qualitative 
leaps to new positions in our fight but they were not exploited due to lack of 
unity." 


Referring to the unity process itself, he warned against egalitarian deviation- 
ism, among other things: 


"We cannot make all organizatims equal in order to achieve unity. That is 
impossible because the situation of each me is not static but dynamic. Unity 
must be developed on a plane of equality, mutual respect and an effort to com- 
plement each other. It is also necessary to overcome any hegemonistic or pre- 
dominant feelings because this does not unite but stimulates anti-unity rival- 
ries and suspicions. 


"We all have something to contribute to the process of unity but in arder to 
achieve that understanding, it is necessary to have true revolutionary convic- 
tion and true desires to see the revolutionary process in the country advance 
to victory and to be useful to our people. Along with national interests and 
those of other fraternal peoples, these must be our milly source of inspiration 
and revolutionary practice." 


Organic Changes to Adapt to Armed Struggle 


Another topic of great interest discussed by Mario Sanchez was the concrete 

way his party is preparing ror armed struggle. It is necessary "to adapt the 
party structure to the existing war conditions in our country," he stated. He 
added that it is not easy because "there already was a certain organic model 
With a trajectory, good work with motivation and also weaknesses. It was hard 
for many of us militants to understand that it was necessary to make a change 
and convert the party into a political-military organism as we are now doing." 
He added: "There must be an organic transformation of the party into something 
else that we are not accustomed tc." He admitted that he agreed with Jorge 
Schafik Handal, secretary general of the Salvadoran Communist Party, on this. 


The PGT reached the conciusion that in order to prepare the party for war, it 
was unsuitable to have a military committee separate from the political 
committee. 


"We are avoiding the error that was committed when the FAR was founded as the 
"armed branch of the party,'" stated our interviewee. "Now the party itself 
is the communists' organ for armed revolutionary struggle; the political conm- 
mittee is also the political-military committee. These include the political 
and military cadres that we all try to be. The Central Committee, or Direc- 
torate Cell as we call it, is also the Natiomal Command of the party. That is 
how the political and military caares are connected; we all try to have know- 
ledge in both ideological-political and military matters." 


He stipulated: "These changes do not mean that leadership, intermediate and 
base organs will no lmger exist because, in fact, that structure facilitates 
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Clandestine operations. However, to avoid bureaucratic deviations, organiza- 
tional complications and eternal discussions, it is necessary to limit the 
meetings as much as possible when there are already connections. The cells-- 
from three to five members--must also be political-military units of combat, 
resistance and militias, based on their abilities and limitations. The mili- 
tants must also be divided into commands, soldiers and militiamen. That struc- 
ture, in short, is what we are successfully attempting but we do not make it a 
dogma. We continue to make readjustments because political-military work is 
not just this but is very complex, multifaceted and dynamic. In democratic 
centralism, we preferably apply centralism, without excluding periodic collec- 
tive meetings, conferences on precise political-military topics and meetings 
of the National Directorate Cell and its political-military committee mly 
when necessary. We are also fighting so that those of us attending the meet- 
ings improve our styles of participation and work." 


Mario Sanchez insisted that this is a process that "is still developing, but 
it has already begun to yield good results; however, we would all like to see 
more results. The party has entered completely into the application of this 
line, even creating its own armed front with an appropriate structure based 
on the best experiences of the other fraternal organizations that supplied 
them to us fraternally and with solidarity. 


"The front was born with the name 'Huberto Alvarado Arellano Front’ after our 
secretary general who was murdered in December 1974 while fighting bravely to 
ratify the party and its line." 


Lessons of Arbenz' Overthrow 


Directing the conversation toward the most difficult moments of his party, he 
recalled with some bitterness that the PGT had not foreseen "in time the over- 
throw of the democratic and progressive government of Jacobo Arbenz." We print 
his analysis of this below: 


"The party was not prepared to effectively cmfront U.S. intervention or to go 
underground to fight. Talking about it was not the same as carrying it out. 
We were working with what I would call an over-confident spirit and naturally 
deeply subjective. Consequently, this blow was very hard for the party and 
for our people. Even today the consequences persist in much more exacerbated 
forms because U.S. imperialism and the local caveman-like oligarchy fight to 
stop any type of change. We should have obtained the means to fight to the 
end and leave that imperialist offensive under other cmditions. Even in the 
case of a temporary defeat due to the weight of so many reactioary dictator- 
ships in America, the weight of the worldwide "cold war," these conditions 
would have permitted us to quickly go to other forms of struggle and confront 
the regime imposed in 1954. 


"We believe that what happened in 1954 must not occur again. It is worthwhile 
to repeat that we achieved a number of successes, being a small party compared 
to the great mass we affected, but we did not foresee the overthrow. Now, 
viewed at a distance, it seems incredible but that is what happened. The agi- 
tation and denunciation of possible foreign interventim that we did among 
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the working people never became more than words. We were not capable of imple- 
menting the ways to resist and defend ourselves in practice. 

"Yo tell the truth, we remained in generalities. We explained something to 
the base comrades, the comrades in the broad organizations, but we had great 
difficulty and an inability to organize something in practice to permit us to 
be ready for what approached. We could not do it within the party or with 

the masses. There was not one Single hidden mimeograph, no underground ap- 
paratus, no money to feed acell of resistance. Meanwhile, the enemy un- 
leashed tremendous repression that killed more than 3,000." 


Since then, "the main difficulties include slowness to adapt to the new cir- 
cumstances of the dynamics of the revolutionary struggle which has taken ir- 
reversible forms in our country since 21 years ago. This has been recognized 
self-critically in its documents by the Directorate Cell. 


"| an referring to armed struggle as the only road for the Guatemalan revolu- 
tion, taking into account the specific conditions of our country. To conquer 
those difficulties and to liberate ourselves from the traditimal structures 
that corresponded to another stage of the struggle have been a challenge for 
the entire party." 


We asked him one last question related to current events. We wanted to know 
his opinion about the other sector of the PGT's willingness to join the armed 
Struggle. This was his answer: 

"The question you are asking me personally is such a current topic that its 
real content is still being evaluated at all the levels of the party led by 
the Directorate Cell. My .1swer is naturally very personal. 


"7 suppose you are referring to the statements made in Mexico by David Rios 
Molina in the name of his party. In my opinion, there is a self-critical tone. 
Now I believe that this self-criticism is only effective in overcoming errors 
committed when it stops being merely a statement and becomes revolutionary in 
practice. The criticism and self-criticism to which Rios Molina and comrades 
refer are subject to that subsequent, necessary confirmation. These are the 
principles and program, the ability to have an organized presence in the re- 
volutionary struggle and political practice tied to theory (including our be- 
havior in private life), the requirements that definitely determine what type 
of fighters or party we are." 
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COUNTRY SECTION HAITI 


NATIONAL BUDGET PLAN FOR 1982-83 ANNOUNCED 
Port-au-Prince LE NOUVEAU MONDE in French 20 Sep 82 pp 1, 6 


[Article: "Presentation of the General Appropriations Bill for Fiscal 
Year 82-83" ] 


[Text] Yesterday afternoon, Frantz Merceron, secretary of state for finance 
and economic affairs, accompanied by several senior members of his ministry, 
presented the Republic of Haiti's general appropriations bill for fiscal 
year 82-83 in the presence of his colleague from the Planning Ministry. 


After having read the important message prepared for this occaion by his 
excellency, the president for life of the republic, which we have published 
in the columns opposite, the minister of finance presented in his overview 
of the bill's themes the 82-83 draft budget, "which follows the presidential 
directives of last 5 May and insures the continuation of the program of 
adjusting our expenditures to our financial possibilities." 


According to the draft, the total budget for the next fiscal year is set 
at 900 million gourdes. To insure that it will be carried out, receipts 
have been estimated as follows: 


--customs receipts: 263 million gourdes 
--domestic receipts: 487 million gourdes 
--extraordinary resources: 150 million gourdes. 


Estimated customs receipts are less than those of the 81-82 fiscal year; 
this is largely due to the decline in the world rates for coffee and to 
the fragility of our exports. However, domestic receipts reflect a 
tendency to increase. 


For customs receipts, the most important categories are import duties on 
seneral goods (164 million) and export duties on coffee (52 million). As 
for state revenue collected by the General Tax Administration, this 
includes the tax on normal income (100 million), tax on turnover (92.66), 
excise duties (82.87), special excise duties (40) and tax on individual 
income (27 million). 
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In the tabie of planned expenditures, we note a reduction of 141 million 
vourdes compared to the initial 81-82 budget. This manifestation of 
austerity is new proof of the firm and irrevocable decision of the 
authorities to successfully complete the reform of our public finances 

in order to balance the national accounts and encourage economic recovery. 


The reduction in budgetary allocations will not, however, jeopardize 

the salaries of public officials. We noted in the draft budget that the 
Departments of National Education, Finance and Public Health will receive 
the largest subsidies. 


Minister Merceron finished by emphasizing that the outline of the new 
budget reflects an awareness of the gravity of the economic and financial 
crisis our country is currently undergoing. However, the many preliminary 
signs of an alleviation in the foreign currency crisis show the positive 
reaction of concerned international circles to our program of stabilizing 
our financial accounts. 


For the information of our readers we are publishing the informative 
outline of the themes of the Secretary of State for Finance, who presented 
the draft on the 82083 general budget to Parliament. This is a key 
document in the undertaking to revive finances and the national economy. 


To the president of the legislative chamber, distinguished members of the 
committee and honorable deputies: 


In the name of the government of his excellency, the president for life of 
the republic, Jean-Claude Duvalier, I have the honor, according to the 
custom and prescription of the law, to present to you the draft budget 

for fiscal year 1982-1983. 


This budget is the end result of a long process of careful thinking that 
began with the historic presidential message of 8 August 1981, in which 
a frank picture of the national financial situation was outlined. The 
1981-1982 budget, a barely enlarged continuation of the preceding 
document, already incorporated the desire of avoiding any overestimation 
of our possibilities. 


However, because of the continually deteriorating foreign economic situation 
and its harmful repercussions on our economy, which is particularly 
sensitive to fluctuations in world market rates, the nation's prime 

defender was obliged to order a full-scale re-evaluation of all spending 
programs in the very middle of the budget year, at the same time as a 
renewed effort was made to improve the methods for collecting state 
receipts. 


The result was the drastic budget readjustment of last May which, 
scrupulously followed, rebalanced our financial accounts at the Central 
Bank, re-established confidence in our ability to recover, and led to the 
signing of an approval agreement with the International Monetary Fund 
which then helped in concluding several financial agreements with our 
foreign aid partners. 
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The draft budget drawn up for fiscal 1982-1983 falls right in line with the 
presidential directives of 5 May and esnures the continuation of the 
program to adjust our expenditures to our financial possibilities. 


The total amount of this budget has been set at 900 million gourdes. It 
is centered around the following estimates for resources: 

--custons receipts: 263 million gourdes 

--domestic receipts: 487 million gourdes 

--extraordinary resources: 150 million gourdes 

Total: 900 million gourdes 


The persistent decline in the world rate for coffee and the still inadequate 
export volume of this gasic product, as well as the unfavorable effects 

of the international economic situation, have caused customs receipts 

to fall well below initial estimates during the fiscal year which just 
ended: 270 instead of 390 million gourdes, a 30 percent decrease in yield. 


Because foreign prices for this commodity have not improved and production 
is estimated at 230,000 sacks in this low year of a two=year cycle, these 
data had to be included in the calculation of customs receipts, which 

were then set at a moderate level of 263 million gourdes. This conservative 
estimate has been adopted, however, without prejudicing the enforcement 

of important measures already taken or the study for optimizing the yield 

of the customs department. 


The second portion of ways and means, domestic receipts, was calculated 

at 487 million gourdes and reflects a certain tendency to increase. The 
important draft bill on the tax on turnover, recently introduced in the 
committees of this assembly is, according to the calculations of the 
employees at the General Tax Administration, the basis for real optimism 
which we hoped would be moderate, since estimating the yield of any new 
tax is a function of psychological factors which are difficult to measure. 


in third place, ways and means is adjusting the extraordinary resources-- 
the financing expected from the Bank of the Republic of Haiti--if the 
capital gains which are planned on but which prudently have not been 
calculated do not materialize. 


In the table of predicted expenditures, the total of 900 million gourdes 
means a reduction of 141 million compared to the initial 1981-1982 budget, 
but only a 50 million reduction in the budget that will actually be 
implemented by next 30 September. This new attempt at austerity is quite 
obviously the ransom for balancing our accounts and reviving the economy. 
It should be noted that this recovery is encouraged by a positive balance 
of payments, which itself is linked to an effective control of state 
expenditures. 


The reduction in allocations was spread out over the three categories of 
the expenditure budget: the ministerial departments, the central reserve 
fund and the subsidy of the public treasury for development. 


Sige 
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lt should be noted that this does not jeopardize salaries but does subject 
the figure for overall operating expenses (185 million) to a decrease of 
about 25 percent (47 million gourdes). However, at the individuai level 

of each ministerial department, the percentage of reduction will be higher, 
Since a certain number of departments and institutions, such as the 
Independent Pension Fund, the General Tax Administration and the General 
Customs Administration, had to be exempted for the following obvious 
reasons: 


Since the 17.8 million gourde subsidy to the tndependent Pension Fund, 
which was trimmed from the operating budget of the finance department, 

is a necessary addition to the payment of the retirement pensions of former 
civil servants and public employees, it is included in personnel expenses 
and consequently cannot be reduced. 


The same is true of the operating credits of the General Customs Administra- 
tion and the General Tax Administration. Reducing the function of two 
departments, official collection agents of public receipts and purveyors 

of the ways and means of the budget, would be the equivalent of decreasing 
their operations and would result in an effect opposite to that sought by 
the austerity program. 


These different individual cases represent a total 55.8 million gourdes 
exempt from the reduction. 


Finally, by taking an amount from the reduced total of the Central Reserve 
Fund and giving it to the Interministerial Departments, the table of 
allocations granted to the departments is as follows: 


1. Presidency: 9.983 million gourdes 

2 Legislative Chamber: 4.737 million gourdes 

3. Finance and Economic Affairs: 84.066 million gourdes 

4 Agriculture, Natural Resources and Rural Development: 27.833 million 
gourdes 

5. Public Works, Transportation and Communication: 33.059 million gourdes 

6. Foreign Affairs: 16.198 million gourdes 

7. National Education: 87.164 million gourdes 

8. Social Affairs: 13.869 million gourdes 

9. Commerce and Industry: 12.[0?7]049 million gourdes 

10. Religion: 3.212 million gourdes 

ll. Justice: 10.160 million gourdes 

12. Information and Public Relations: 30.356 million gourdes 

13. Interior and National Defense: 24.196 million gourdes 

14. Public Health and Population: 80.408 million gourdes 

15. Armed Forces of Haiti: 79 million gourdes 

16. Mines and Energy Resources: 6.548 million gourdes 

17. Planning: 11.679 million gourdes 

18. Youth and Sports: 5.883 million gourdes 

Total: 541.3 million gourdes 


48 














The second category of the budget, the Central Reserve Fund, which is 
primarily devoted to paying the national debt, will spend over 80 million 
gourdes in 1981-1982 to settle foreign obligations of the state. It 
would be wise to calculate about 100 million for fiscal year 1982-1983. 
The balance of 168 million gourdes reduced by 31.5 million will bring the 
fund to a total of 236.5 million, allocated to the following categories: 


National debt: 


--Interest and Depreciation 100 

--Contractual Obligations 40.4 
--Miscellaneous Obligations 96.1 
Total 236.5 


The third budget category, the regions, is financed by public savings, 
i.e., the portion of resources available after deducting current expenditures. 
Various analyses of the financial situation that has prevailed for some 
time brought to light the practical non-existence of such savings, since 
the 1982-1983 budget, like that of 1981-1982, must be financed by advances 
from the Central Bank--150 million for this year. Of this sum, 122.1 
million has been allocated to the development budget. 


There, Mr. President of the Legislative Chamber and distinguished members 
of Parliament, is the outline of the budget that I have the honor of 
introducing to the committees of your assembly. It is the embodiment of 
an awareness of the gravity of the economic and financial crisis that our 
country, and in that it is similar to all members of the Third World 
community, has been experiencing for several years now. 


But we can tell by the many preliminary signs of the alleviationof the 
foreign currency crisis that there is a positive reaction by the large 
internat ional cooperationa agencies toward the stabilization of our 
financial accounts. Thier favorable response will grow as the new budget 
program continues to operate uninterruptedly. It is up to us to channel 
this revived aid toward productive ends and to thereby trigger the 
irreversible process of RECOVERY. 


A budget of austerity, it is a budget of the desire to pull the state 
financial machine from the ruts of an overwhelming lack of foresight and 
of complacent inertia toward sterile status quos. It is also a budtet of 
hope and of faith in our ability to recover that comes from 25 years of 
battles fought and won, of obstacles overcome or reversed under the 
guidance of the Duvalier revolution. 


Frantz Merceron 
Secretary of State 


19 September 1982 
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COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 


MILITARY, POLITICAL RELATIONS WITH NORTH KOREA WEIGHED 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 18 Oct 82 p 4 
/Article by Sytze Van Der Zee: "Suriname Wants Weapons From North Korea."/ 


/Text/ Paramaribo, 18 Oct--The Suriname Government is interested in 

procuring North Korean weapons and possibly armored vehicles. Saturday a 
delegation headed by Maj Roy Horb returned from Pyong Yang, where talks 

were held at the invitation of the North Korean leader Kim Il Sung. According 
to a highly placed Suriname Government official, the aim is a kind of 
trade-off: weapons in exchange for diplomatic recognition of North Korea 

by Paramaribo. 


According to the official, the weapons stock at the disposal of the 
Suriname Army and Police is wholly obsolete. Most of it was supplied by the 
Netherlands at independence in 1975. 


The Suriname ruler, Lt Daysi Bouterse, together with his top aid, Horb, is 
avidly searching for better weapons. For this reason they visited Brazil 
and other places but complained that weapons prices are too high there. 

The Suriname Policy Headquarters, chaired by Bouterse, therefore recently 
informed North Korea that Suriname wished to establish diplomatic relations 
with it if Pyong Yang would in turn supply weapons. In the Third World, 
the North Koreans are regarded as generous weapons suppliers and are also 
seeking international recognition. 


Major Horb was accompanied on the trip by the Suriname minister of the Armed 
Forces and Police, Iwan Graanoosst. There were 17 in the delegation. On his 
arrival Saturday night at the Zanderiy Airport near Paramaribo, Major Horb 
declared that Suriname can learn much from North Korea but that the matter 
must be evaluated and discussed before Suiname takes action. According to a 
high government official, there are plans to make contacts about weapons 
sales with the People's Republic of China as well. 


[solation 
Together with Horb, another delegation arrived at Zanderij, this one headed 


by Harvey Naarendorp, minister of foreign affairs. He had addressed the UN 
General Assembly in New York and last Thursday had talks in Washington with 
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the U.S. assistant secretary of state, Thomas Elders, who is in charge of _ 
the Latin America section in the State Department /Inter American Affairs/. 
The chief topics of discussion were the situations in the Caribbean and 
Central America, about which Suriname and the United States have fairly 
strongly differing opinions, especially in regard to the governments of 

El Salvador, Cuba, Nicaragua and Grenada. 


In his talks in New York Minister Naarendorp stressed the development of 
relations with African countries. It was agreed that Suriname will establish 
diplomatic relations with Mozambique. Angola, Zimbabwe and Malawi will 
follow soon. 


In doing this, the Suriname leaders claim that they are trying to bring their 
country out of the isolation into which it has fallen through centuries-long 
ties with the Netherlands. Against this background, they also think it is 
very important that Suriname attain an international profile. For these 
reasons, Suriname last week became a member of the UN Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC). 


9992 
CSO: 3214/3 


END 


51 

















END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 


2 Dec FA 
ad 





















